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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

L Claims 1-4, 6, 13-17, 20-21 and 56-58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by US Patent No. 6,722,473 by Ramachandran et al hereafter refer to as 
Ramachandran. 

In claim 1, Ramachandran teaches about an information intermediary apparatus "machine 116" 
for communicating through a communication network with an information management 
apparatus "data store 132" having user information "record of transaction" stored therein, the 
information intermediary apparatus comprising (Col 16, lines 10-60): 

a first communication section for establishing communication through the 
communication network with the information management apparatus (Fig 25, communication 
section that support the link between 116 and 130); 

a second communication section "reading device" for communicating with a portable 
communication apparatus "smart card" having identification information for identifying a user 
(Col 16, lines 30-40); 

an identification information-obtaining section, connected with said second 
communication section, for obtaining said identification information from said portable 
communication apparatus through said second communication section (Col 16, lines 30-40) (Col 
16, lines 55-60); 
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a user information input unit, connected with said first communication section, for 
inputting user information for the user of the portable communication apparatus (Col 16, lines 
30-40); and 

a data-identifying section, connected with said identification information-obtaining 
section and said user information input unit, for associating said identification information with 
the user information (Col 16, lines 30-40) (Col 16, lines 50-60). 

In claim 2, Ramachandran teaches about an information intermediary apparatus as 
claimed in claim 1, wherein: 

said user information input unit includes at least one of an operations unit for inputting a 
profile of the user (Col 20, line 65- Col 21, line 15); 

a microphone for inputting voice data of the user (Col 20, line 65- Col 21, line 15); and 

an image-capturing unit for inputting an image of the user (Col 21, lines 5-15) , and 

said data-identifying section associates said profile with said identification information 
for the user (Col 21, lines 25-35). 

In claim 3, Ramachandran teaches about an information intermediary apparatus as 
claimed in claim 2, wherein: 

said first communication section sends at least one of said image, said voice data, and 
said profile to the information management apparatus as the user information, with a 
recognizable association with said identification information for the user (Col 20, line 65- Col 
21, line 5). 

In claim 4, Ramachandran teaches about an information intermediary apparatus as 
claimed in claim 2, further comprising: 
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an open contents-designating section for designating among said identification 
information, said image, said voice data, and said profile contents that are to be disclosed (Col 
38, lines 1-10). 

In claim 6, Ramachandran teaches about an information intermediary apparatus as 
claimed in claim 2, further comprising: 

a voice data-identifying section for associating said voice data of the user with said 
identification information (Col 20, line 65- Col 21, line 5). 

In claim 13, Ramachandran teaches about an information intermediary apparatus as 
claimed in claim 2, wherein: 

said operations unit accepts a designation of user information of registered users to obtain 
from the information management apparatus, and further comprising (Col 8, lines 30-40): 

a user information-obtaining section for obtaining said designated user information for a 
registered user from the information management apparatus (Col 16, lines 50-60); and 

a printer for printing said profile and said image, included in said designated user 
information obtained by said user information-obtaining section (Col 1, lines 50-55). 

In claim 14, Ramachandran teaches about an information intermediary apparatus as claimed 
in claim 13, further comprising: 

a transmission section for notifying, through said information management apparatus, 
said portable communication apparatus of the registered user that said designated user 
information of the registered user has been printed, when said printer has printed said profile and 
said image (Col 1, lines 50-55). 



Application/Control Number: 09/854,935 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2144 

In claim 15, Ramachandran teaches about an information intermediary apparatus as 
claimed in claim 14, wherein: 

said operations unit accepts from a browsing user input of return information, which is to 
be sent to said portable communication apparatus of the registered user (Col 16, lines 50-60) , 
and 

said transmission section sends to the information management apparatus information showing 
that said return information is to be sent from the browsing user to said portable communication 
apparatus of the registered user (Col 16, lines 50-60). 

In claim 16, Ramachandran teaches about an information intermediary apparatus as 
claimed in claim 13, further comprising: 

a paying capacity information-obtaining section for obtaining information relating to a 
paying capacity of a browsing user from the information management apparatus, using said 
identification information of said browsing user (Col 16, lines 50-60); and 

a judgment section that judges whether or not to provide a service to the browsing user, 
based on said information relating to said paying capacity, wherein said printer prints said image 
when said judgment section judges to provide said service (Col 16, lines 50-60). 

In claim 17, Ramachandran teaches about an information intermediary apparatus as 
claimed in claim 16, further comprising: 

a rate-storing section for storing a rate of said service (Col 16, lines 50-60); 

a charge amount-deciding section for deciding an amount to charge for said service based 
on a number of browsing users and said rate stored in said rate-storing section, wherein said first 
communication section sends to the information management apparatus said charge amount, 
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decided by said charge amount-deciding section with corresponding identification information, 
as charge information (Col 16, lines 50-60). 

In claim 20, Ramachandran teaches about an information intermediary apparatus as claimed in 
claim 17, further comprising: 

a user information output section for outputting said user information obtained by said 
user information-obtaining section when said judgment section judges to provides said service 
(Col 16, lines 30-60). 

In claim 21, Ramachandran teaches about an information intermediary apparatus as 
claimed in claim 
1, wherein: 

a said identification information includes a phone number of said portable 
communication apparatus (Col 1 1, lines 35-45). 

In claim 56, Ramachandran teaches about a method for intermediating information with 
an information management apparatus, which stores user information, through a communication 
network, the method comprising (Col 16, lines 10-60): 

(a) establishing communication with the information management apparatus through the 
communication network (Fig 25, communication section that supports the link between 1 16 and 
130); 

(b) communicating with a portable communication apparatus, which stores identification 
information for identifying a user; 
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(c) obtaining said identification information from said portable communication apparatus 
by said communicating with the portable communication apparatus (Col 16, lines 30-40); 

(d) inputting user information (Col 16, lines 30-40); and 

(e) associating said identification information with the user information (Col 16, lines 30- 
40) (Col 16, lines 50-60). 

In claim 57, Ramachandran teaches about a method for intermediating information as 
claimed in claim 56, further comprising: 

obtaining information relating to a paying capacity of a browsing user from the 
information management apparatus, using said identification information (Col 16, lines 50-60); 
and 

judging whether or not to provide the browsing user a service, based on said information 
relating to said paying capacity of the browsing user (Col 16, lines 50-60), and 

printing user information only when said judging whether or not to provide the service 
judges to provide said service (Col 1, lines 45-55). 

In claim 58, Ramachandran teaches about a method for intermediating information as 
claimed in claim 57, further comprising: 

storing a rate of said service (Col 16, lines 50-60); 

deciding an amount to charge for said service to each browsing user, based on a number 
of said browsing user and said rate of said service (Col 16, lines 50-60). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
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2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US Patent No. 
6,722,473 by Ramachandran et al as applied to claim 2 above, and further in view of US Patent 
No. 6,804,718 by Pang etal. 

In claim 5, Ramachandran teaches all the limitation but does not explicitly teach about 
an information intermediary apparatus as claimed in claim2 
wherein: 

said second communication section sends said image of the user to said portable 
communication apparatus of the user, said image being used as wallpaper for said portable 
communication apparatus. 

Pang teaches about personalizing a mobile computer by providing new wallpaper from a 
remote database 806 (Col 8, lines 25-40) (Col 12, lines 55-65). The feature that is claimed is for 
enhancement purpose and is not considered as a functional feature. 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention for some one of ordinary skill to 
download a personal image to replace current wallpaper in order to support a customizable 
background display. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
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4. Claims 7-12, 18-19 and 59-60 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Prior art failed to teach about an intermediary apparatus in which the image of a group user is 
associated with the profile of a group. Prior art failed to teach the method of recalculating the 
usage charge of an intermediary apparatus base on the number of users that is being serviced. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicants 
disclosure. 

US 6,513,015 B2 by Ogasawara, teaches about a system and method for customer 
recognition using wireless identification and visual data transmission. 

US 6,560,651 B2 by Katz et al, teaches about a digital information library and delivery 
system with logic for generating files targeting a playback device. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael S. A. Delgado whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3926. The examiner can normally be reached on 7.30 AM - 5.30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, WILLIAM A. CUCHLINSKI JR can be reached on (571) 272-3925 

. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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